
West Blacket Association
Newsletter Autumn 2012

www.westblacket.org.uk

The West Blacket Association
Annual General Meeting

November 26th 2012
Minto Hotel, 16-18 Minto Street

730pm Welcome (tea/coffee provided)
800pm Chairman's report
  Treasurer's report
  Election of Office Bearers and Committee 
members
815pm Jean Bareham will talk on 'Hidden 
Gardens of the Royal Mile'
845pm General discussion (cash bar available)
930pm Close

West Blacket Association

Annual General Meeting
November 26th, 2012

Minto Hotel, 16-18 Minto Street

All Residents Welcome

 730pm Welcome (tea/coffee provided)

 800pm Chairman's report
  Treasurer's report
  Election of Office Bearers and Committee members

 815pm Jean Bareham will talk on 'Hidden Gardens of the Royal Mile'

 845pm General discussion (cash bar available)
 930pm Close

WBA Committee 2011-12
Chairman: Richard Grant, 3 Duncan Street
Treasurer: Evelynne Hill, 37 Upper Gray Street
Secretary: Mike Hunter, 40 Upper Gray Street
 Ian Carter, 12 Duncan Street
 Alice Foster, 18 Upper Gray Street
 Jane Griffiths, 12 Middleby Street
 Kate O'Brien, 9 Minto Street
 Rosemary Wake, 9B Middleby Street

Election of Committee for 2012-13
Members are invited to stand for election. 
Please submit nominations in writing to 
Mike Hunter, Secretary, before the AGM 
(email: dr.m.j.hunter@gmail.com)

Join Us
Membership details and forms are available 
from Evelynne Hill, Treasurer, or from our 
website (www.westblacket.org.uk) 
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The WBA is  first  and foremost  an amenity  association 
and over the past year we have tried to make sure that we 
are focussing on the right issues.

We believe that our area is an attractive part of Edinburgh 
to live in and this is underlined by its Conservation Area 
status and by the fact that many of the houses are listed 
buildings. It is also a mixed area with shops, pubs, restaur-
ants and other businesses together  with 3 churches with 
church halls used for community purposes in our bound-
aries or close by. This ensures that it is a vibrant place to 
live although, at times, people coming into the area to use 
these facilities can lead to a shortage of parking space and 
unwelcome noise for residents. Our area is bounded by 2 
main roads which ensures a good bus service into Edin-
burgh but  can result  in “rat  running” through the more 
residential streets.
We drew up a list of amenity issues and then circulated 
this to members for comment. We are grateful for all the 
many  responses  we  received.  In  general,  members  were 
concerned  about  issues  relating  to  their  specific  street 
rather than the area as a whole which reflects the diversity 
of our small part of south Edinburgh. Some of the issues 
mentioned were long standing ones which have troubled 
the Association for some time.
We have reviewed each of the issues mentioned to us and 
we have tried to make progress where we can. This is the 
current state of play:
Parking for residents and their visitors 

We have pressed the council to implement a plan it drew 
up a few years ago that would have created more spaces 
for residents and allowed for purchase of visitor tickets, as 
is  possible  in  the  newly  established  parking  zones.  We 
have been told that the plans have been shelved because 
they are “too expensive to implement”. This is difficult to 
understand and means that we are getting poor value for 
money from the residents parking charge.
The  Duncan  St  communal  bins  (outside  the  Dental 
Clinic)

At times these  communal  recycling and general  rubbish 
bins can attract a lot of litter and abandoned items of fur-
niture. In recent months, this has improved considerably 
and we thank the council for their efforts and hope that 
these can be maintained.
Graffiti 

Not a big problem in our area 
but  one  member  helpfully 
identified some unsightly graf-
fiti  which a  council  team rap-
idly removed. Again thanks to 
the council.

Sunday parking 

Local  residents  have  been  concerned  at  the  parking  on 
double yellow lines close to the junction of  South Gray St 
and  West  Mayfield. We  wrote  to  Mayfield  Church  and 
received a constructive reply from the Session Clerk. We 
hope the situation has improved.
Crossing Causewayside

The absence  of  traffic  lights  between the  West  Mayfield 
and Salisbury Rd junctions has caused difficulties for local 
residents wishing, for example, to use the local Tesco shop. 
As  part  of  its  Quality  Bike  Corridor  (QBiC)  works  on 
Causewayside,  the  council  agreed  to  provide  a  central 
reservation which has been a considerable help to pedes-
trians, short of a new light controlled crossing.
Road surface in South Gray St

A long standing concern.  We will  continue  to press  the 
council to renew this road surface. We have been told that 
it is on their list but, so far, we have not been given any 
commitment on timing.
Rat running

A particular  problem in  Duncan  St  and  West  Mayfield. 
Effective implementation of the new 20 mph limits would 
help and it may be that a future extension of the QBiC to 
link up with Pollock Halls could be used to help the situ-
ation in Duncan St.

Derelict site on corner of Duncan St/Upper Gray St

Another, longstanding problem and it seems that the cur-
rent owners of this site are not able or willing to put the 
land to  better  use.  Those  members  who had the  oppor-
tunity to look round the new house in Hart St during this 
year’s Doors Open Day will appreciate that skilful modern 
design can integrate well with Georgian buildings without 
falling  into  the  trap  of  pastiche.  A  more  interventionist 
approach by the council will be required if this potential 
development opportunity is to be realised. 
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Protecting the Amenity of our Area
Richard Grant, WBA Chairman

Roundel sign on 
Duncan Street

Reminder sign at  
Upper Gray Street  

corner 

Temporary  
vehicle-activated  
sign on Duncan 

Street

We asked the Council for clearer 20mph signs
Here are the results

Graffiti now removed
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We  organise  occasional  social  events  for  members, 
usually by email. If you are interested, join us.

This year, the Summer Walks programme began on May 
13 with a very windy walk to Dr Neil's Garden in Dud-
dingston. Some more distant walks began by bus or bike: 
May  26,  from  Blackford  Hill  to 
Mortonhall  via  the  Howe  Dean 
Path;  June  6,  from  Braidburn 
Valley Park to Blackford Pond via 
Hermitage of Braid; June 17, walk 
around  Newhailes  grounds  fol-
lowed by tea at the cafe;  June 28, 
Arthur's  Seat  geology  walk  via 
Hutton's  section  and  Salisbury 
Crags; July 14, visit to the myster-
ious Gilmerton Cove. 

The  Glut  Group continues  to 
operate  as  a  means  of  sharing 
excess  garden produce -  although 
sadly,  the  main  surfeit  we  have 
experienced  this  year  has  fallen 
from  the  sky!  Whether  you're 
dividing  perennials,  gathering 
windfalls  or even clearing out the 
shed,  please  remember  the  Glut 
Group  if  you  have  any  surplus 
garden-related  items.  Contact: 
kate.obrien@hotmail.co.uk

The  West  Blacket  Local  History 
Group in February had a different 
shape  from  earlier  meetings. 
Rather  than  having  one  speaker, 
members  were  invited  to  ‘show 
and tell’,  in  other  words to  bring 
along an item and talk to it. 
And  what  a  range  of  topics 
emerged,  too  many  to  list  more 
than a sample: 
• one neighbour brought along a 

number of pieces of Mauchline 
ware, another had some 
intriguing small lumps of blue 
glass which had been dug up in 
his garden

• we saw a piece of colourful 
wallpaper now used, and reused, 
as wrapping paper for special family presents

• we talked about old-style pills and potions
• fresh bay leaves (generously doled out to those present) 

formed a link between the present owners of a house in 
Duncan Street and a previous owner.

Perhaps  most  intriguing  of  all  was  the  tale  of  a  small 
explosion in South Gray Street called up by a letter found 
in an attic. 
It  was  a  most  successful  evening  -  a  format  we  shall 
repeat.

One  of  our  first  forays  into  local 
history was to revise and extend the 
history section of the WBA website. 
This attracts visitors and comments 
from  outside  the  area  but  is  now 
overdue  for  an  update.  When  the 
History  Pages  were  designed  we 
built  in  space  for  bits  and  bobs 
(similar  to  show  and  tell 
contributions)  to  complement  the 
descriptions of research tools, streets 
and  notable  people.  Sadly,  ‘Short 
Notes’, ‘Life and Work’, and ‘Work 
in  Progress’   remain  rather  bare... 
Contributions very much welcome - 
send to Ron Hill or Rosemary Wake 
or get in touch to discuss. 
Contact: erwake@btinternet.com
Next meeting of the History Group: 
likely to be in early February 2013.

Members  were  invited  to  an 
Autumn  Social held  in  mid 
October, by generous permission of 
the  proprietors,  in  the  magnificent 
foyer  of  Bartholomew  House 
(formerly the Edinburgh Geograph-
ical  Institute).  There  was a  display 
of  photographs  from  the  Bartho-
lomew Archive (see article on page 
4),  maps  and  other  related  items. 
The  numbers  attending  were  com-
parable  to  other  socials  held  in 
recent years, but we were pleased to 
see  some new residents  as  well  as 
longer standing members.

Our  Social  Bridge  Group has 
resumed a programme of occasional 
games after  a  summer break.  New 
members welcome. 

We continue to receive  Neighbour-
hood  Watch newsletters  from 

Lothian and Borders Police (now part of the Police Service 
of Scotland). If you would like these to be forwarded to 
you by email,  please ask.  Priorities for  community poli-
cing are determined by the South Central Neighbourhood 
Partnership  (Community  Safety  Group)  of  which  Mike 
Hunter is a member.
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Activities during 2011-12

Duddingston walk

Howe Dean Path walk

Gilmerton Cove

mailto:kate.obrien@hotmail.co.uk
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For  most  of  the  20th  century  Duncan  Street  was 
widely  considered  to  be  a  pinnacle  of  the  map 
making  world.   People  round  the  globe  who  had 
never visited Scot-
land  associated 
the  country  with 
the  “Duncan 
Street, Edinburgh” 
in  the  publisher’s 
information  on 
their  maps.   Now 
the  extraordinary 
story  of  John 
Bartholomew  & 
Son  is  to  be 
brought  alive in a 
major  exhibition 
of  Bartholomew 
Archive  material 
at  the  National 
Library  of  Scot-
land.  This  free 
exhibition will run from December 7 2012 – May 7 
2013 in the main NLS George IV Bridge building.
Many older residents of West Blacket recall Bartho-
lomew’s  mapworks  as the lively hub of their neigh-
bourhood.   Between  the  imposing  Duncan  Street 
frontage  and  humbler  Middleby  Street  shell  were 
offices, studios, and 14 printing presses, employing 
200 - 300 people at its peak.  Employees were highly 
skilled in the diverse crafts of map making prior to 
digitisation;  they   tended  to  be  long  serving  and 
many became well known in the area. Deliveries to 
and from all over the world kept a constant buzz at 
the South Gray Street entrance - although boys still 
felt  safe playing street 
football  against  the 
side  of  the  building 
until the 1980s. 
During  its  Duncan 
Street  tenure  1911  – 
1995  Bartholomews 
became  world  leaders 
in  map  production. 
Their  pre-eminence 
was established  largely by the vision and energy of 
John George Bartholomew (1860 – 1920) who paid a 
high proportion of the new works’ total cost to have 
his  former house frontage transferred from  Morn-
ingside. He ensured  that  the company’s processes 

were always ahead of the game, and that they met 
the  mapping  needs  of   other  parts  of  the  English 
speaking  world  as  well  as  the  UK.   In  particular, 

Bartholomews’ 
perfecting  of  the 
technique of con-
tour  layer  col-
ouring  and  pur-
suit  of  great 
maps,  such  as 
The  Times  Atlas 
of  the  World, 
fixed  global  eyes 
on  the  Duncan 
Street  family 
company.
Bartholomews’ 
other  legacy  to 
this  area  is  their 
archive  held  by 
the National  Lib-
rary,  kept  at  the 

former  site  of  another  prominent  local  industrial 
building, Middlemass Biscuits, now occupied by the 
NLS  Map  Library.   It  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
world’s  greatest  cartographic  archives,  telling  the 
story of map making over 200 years, from intricate 
human skills to digital processes, and reflecting the 
economic,  technical  and  labour  revolutions  of  this 
period. 
The exhibition will be the culmination of successful 
work on the archive made possible by generous six 
year funding provided by the John R Murray Charit-
able Trust. “The material  we have is so rich,” says 
Bartholomew  Archive  Curator  Karla  Baker  “that 

selection  has  been 
very difficult.  All the 
tools,  products,  busi-
ness  documentation, 
wonderful  photo-
graphs – it  is  evident 
that  employees 
regarded it as part of 
their family lives and 
this  is  enabling  us  to 

create a vivid picture of what life was like for people 
and to trace technical and business development in a 
key   Edinburgh  business  over  this  significant 
period.”
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A Gentler Form of Transport
photograph © by permission Collins Bartholomew

Duncan Street nearly missed out!  Karla 
Baker,  Curator  of  NLS’s  Bartholomew  
Archive,  explains  how  Bartholomew’s  
mapworks were set to move to Grange Loan  
in 1908, but when lengthy  site negotiations  
fell through moved swiftly to Duncan Street  
where a “large villa” was offered for sale as a  
“valuable building site”, upset price £2250.

How Duncan Street was put on the world map
Jane Griffiths


